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Models of participation

Assigned but informed

Adulls declde an the project
and children volunteer for it.
Tlrg children Enderithand the

jact, now whe
Flacidad mwhre them, and
why. Adulis respect young
people's views.

Roger Hart's Ladder of Young People's Participation

Rung 8: Young people & adults share decision-making

Rung 7:Young people lead & initiate action

Adult initiated, shared

Fung &: Adult-initiated, shared decisions
with young people

Rung 5: Young people consulted and informed

Rung 4: Young people assigned and informed

Consulted and informed

The project is designed and
run by adults, but children
are consulted. They have a

decisions with
young people

Adults have the initial idea,

but young pecple are
Iy r:??n every step of the

full understanding of the AnDroa o ﬁ'gt"&“g ;&%“;F‘r'z“m?‘“f“m
progses and their apinions $ considered, but children are
are taken sediously. D) 0 b

also involved in taking the

decisions.

Rung 3: Young people tokenized®

Rung 2: Young people are decoration®

Yuuﬁg Iel-irll'rliated
. sl slons -
Rung 1: Young peopl;e are with adults Yuunag"ﬂ rl:-mnmd
manipulated
Children have the ideas, set
up projects and come to
adults for advice, discussion
and support. The adulls do
not direct, but offer their
experise for young people o
conslder.

MNaote: Hart explains that the last
three rungs are non-parlicipation

Adapted from Hart, B (1982). Children's Participation from Tokenism o Cilizenship.
Florenca: UMICEF Innocenti Research Centra.

Young people have the initial
idea and decide how th
project is to be camied out.
Adults are available but do
naot take charge,

Empowering children & young people training manual: promoting

involvement in decision making (Save the Children). Phil Treseder,
1997
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Models of participation

Shier's (2001) Pathways to Participation
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participation
v Is there a procedure Is ita policy

i gesr'f:; '::% thatenables children requirement that
5. Children share of your ackit > and adults to share ’ children and adults

i power and share power and
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responsibility for decisions? decisions?
decision-making

- Are you read Is there a procedure Is ita policy |
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involved in join in your "  join in decision- ’ children must be_

. . : decision-making making processes? involved in d!C‘S'U;"
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This point is the minfmum you must achieve if you ﬁ

endarse the UN Converiion on the Rights of the Child
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3. Children’s Are you ready to Does your decision :f‘étma ﬂ{%ﬁ%ﬂ?
take children’s making process X 4
i ons i views must be given due
views are taken views into enable you 1 take YRR UL b i
into account. accourt? chiiarts veve in making?
‘ Are you ready Do you have a Is it a policy ]
2 Children are to support range of ideas and fecuremert tat
. childrenin > activities 1o help must
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expressing views? their views? ing their views?
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1. Children are ——
i Are you ready to Do you work in a s ita poli
listened to. lisen o > way thatenables requirement ht:;:
children? you to listen to ’ ?h’ldm{} must
START HE RE children? iIstened 10/

Shier, H. (2001). Pathways to participation: openings, opportunities and obligations: a new
model for enhancing children's participation in decision-making, in line with article 12.1 of the
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. Children & Society, 15(2), 107-117.



